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Abstract: Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s 1921 trip to China resulted in his only full-length non-fiction work, Travels in
China. Due to its realistic nature, this work has become a key text for interpreting his view of China. Existing research
often focuses on the surface-level satirical narrative and moral criticism within the work, or accuses it of a “colonial
gaze” from an Orientalist perspective. Some scholars have also noted Akutagawa’s meetings with Chinese political
figures such as Zhang Binglin (Zhang Taiyan), but these discussions mostly remain at the level of describing the events
or their artistic influence. This paper, taking Travels in China as its primary text, argues that Akutagawa’s meetings with
Zhang Binglin, Zheng Xiaoxu, Li Renjie (Li Hanjun), and others were not merely ordinary cultural exchanges.
Instead, they served as the crucial catalyst for a fundamental shift in his view of China, propelling his perception from
an aesthetic utopia towards a multidimensional and complex picture. This reevaluation holds significant importance for
reassessing the literary value of this travelogue and for understanding the perspectives of modern Japanese intellectuals
towards China.
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