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Abstract: According to André Alphons Lefevere’s theory of rewriting, translation is not merely a process of linguistic
conversion, but a form of rewriting shaped by three major factors: ideology, patronage, and poetics. Therefore,
translation studies should not only focus on linguistic transfer, but also examine how translated texts maintain or
challenge the prevailing ideological and poetic norms. From the perspective of rewriting theory, this paper explores
how Elijah Coleman Bridgman rewrote San i fing under the influence of ideology, patronage, and poetics, in order to
reveal how nineteenth-century Western perceptions of Chinese culture were both received and reconstructed. This
study further aims to deepen our understanding of the phenomenon of rewriting in the cross-cultural transmission of
San i Fing.
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