120
(é/ Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

An Overview of the Translation and

Dissemination of E’bing and Sangluo:
A Classical Narrative Poem of the Dai Ethnic Group

and Its Significance as Rainforest Literature

GAO Rongping

Ningbo University, China
Received: July 18, 2025 Accepted: August 28, 2025 Published: December 31, 2025

To cite this article: GAO Rongping. (2025). An Overview of the Translation and Dissemination of E’bing and Sangluo: A
Classical Narrative Poem of the Dai Ethnic Group and Its Significance as Rainforest Literature. Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities
and Social Sciences, 5(4), 120-127, DOI: 10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2025. 0504. 015

To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653—-0465. 2025. 0504. 015

Abstract: Ebing and Sangluo, which recounts a poignant love story, is recognized as one of the three classical tragic
narrative poems of the Dai ethnic group. The poem gained its fame through extensive translation and transmission, yet
its circulation has been mostly confined to the Dai people and neighboring areas. Drawing on the framework of Medio-
Translatology, this paper primarily focuses on the poem itself, first outlining current scholarly perspectives, cataloging
its extant published and unpublished versions, and then identifying the main deficiencies. The study found that,
beyond the limited research on translation, the existing versions also show weaknesses in their treatment of proper
nouns and cultural defaults. In addition, taking account of the special nature of rainforest and ecology in the classical
Dai ethnic literature, the paper explores the significance of the translation and dissemination of Ebing and Sangluo from
the perspective of rainforest literature. In that case, the Dai ethnic group in Yunnan and its literature could connect
with others around the world, given the shared rainforest environment and culture. Therefore, by means of cross-
cultural transmission, the Dai ethnic literature can achieve not only greater global visibility but also deeper integration
into the nationwide literary discourse.
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