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Abstract: This article situates Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations within the Victorian discourse of “emotional
discipline” and reassesses the affective operations of its narrative voice. The novel’s first-person retrospective narration
at once restrains emotion through a moralizing tone that fashions respectability, while simultaneously releasing repressed
affect through its rhythmic cadence. Pip’s trajectory of social ascent embodies the paradox of a “cynical subject”,
revealing the cognitive and behavioral fissures produced by emotional regulation, beneath which the middle-class
gentlemanly ideal obscures working-class trauma. Jaggers’s “vertical stratification of emotions” and Wemmick’s
“horizontal compartmentalization of emotions” illustrate two paradigmatic strategies for negotiating affect across public
and private domains. Through a prose style marked by subdued rhythm and lyricism, Dickens binds individual
emotional experience to the broader affective discourses of his time, realizing a distinctive aesthetic of feeling.
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