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Abstract: The social transformation of South Africa in the post-apartheid era provides a unique context for re-evaluating
colonial legacies and exploring indigenous development paths. Zakes Mda’s seminal novel, The Heart of Redness, uses the
returning intellectual’s specific dilemma to illuminate African elites’ dual predicaments of cultural identity crisis and
structural reintegration challenges. Moving beyond a simplistic critique of Western developmentalist discourse, the novel
explores how the Been-to intellectual transforms diasporic experience into practical, localized wisdom, reconstructing it
through a text grounded in indigenous development pathways. Through its powerful ethos of local rootedness,
community agency, cultural confidence, and ecological harmony, Mda’s novel provides more than a case study in
African diaspora writing. It establishes an essential literary framework for decolonizing the very imagination of Global
Southern communities.
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SR 5 g AR AT o e TR I A7 I I 0 3k 43 A oK BE ( Ximiya ) B2 R 37l ( Camagu ) B9 5 55 [R5 R R 77 8
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