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Abstract: This paper, based on Spatio-Temporal Difference Theory, analyzes English translation examples of
Chinese idiomatic expressions to explore agent implicitness mechanisms and their manifestation under Chinese pro-
spatial condensation. The research finds that: 1) It is a normalized phenomenon within the Chinese language system;
2) It is constrained by Idealized Cognitive Models (ICM), showing features of [ hidden but not lost |; 3) Chunks in
Chinese, such as four-character ones, are its typical carriers; 4) It is context-dependent toward explicitness, reflecting
conversion between different linguistic cognitive patterns. This process from agent implicitness to explicitness provides a
new perspective for cross-linguistic cognitive research and has implications for translation practice and cultural
communication.
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