096
(é/ Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Reception of Tongcheng School Prose in Kim Taeg-young’s
Classical Chinese Essays Under the Context of

Modern Sino-Korean Cultural Exchange

YANG Huimin

Suqgian University, China
Received: March 3, 2025 Accepted: March 29, 2025 Published: June 30, 2025

To cite this article: YANG Huimin. (2025). Reception of Tongcheng School Prose in Kim Taeg-young’s Classical Chinese
Essays Under the Context of Modern Sino-Korean Cultural Exchange. Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences,
5(2), 096-105, DOI: 10.53789/j. 1653-0465.2025. 0502. 012

To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2025. 0502. 012

Abstract: The most direct impetus for Kim Taeg-young, a late Joseon Dynasty literatus, to embrace Tongcheng
School prose stemmed from his shared historical circumstances with mid-to-late Qing intellectuals like Zeng Guofan, Yu
Yue, Zhang Jian, and Yan Fu - confronting domestic turmoil and imperialist aggression during his exile in China.
These experiences led his literary works to echo their urgent nationalist discourse of salvation and survival.
Fundamentally, Kim’s reception of Tongcheng prose was rooted in his Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucian orientation toward
practical statecraft. Ideologically, this reception manifested through three key transformations: first, a political
evolution from upholding feudal order to supporting republicanism; second, a preservation of Confucian moral
pedagogy while discarding obsolete conventions; and third, a reorientation from traditional statecraft philosophy
toward concrete social welfare and material progress.
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