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Abstract: In a rapidly changing global landscape, the imperative extends beyond merely presenting Chinese narratives
to fostering their acceptance, comprehension, and validation on a global scale. Xue Mo’s Desert Rites, a seminal work
of contemporary Chinese rural literature, portrays the struggles of farmers in the Longxi region, a pivotal location
along the Silk Road, against the backdrop of material and spiritual deprivation. The narrative’s depiction of female
characters’ self-redemptive aspirations offers a stark contrast to their lived realities, imbuing the work with profound
humanistic and aesthetic significance. This study examines the English translation of Desert Rites through the lens of
empathetic communication theory, analyzing its content, discourse, and setting across linguistic boundaries. It explores
the potential for the work’s reception by readers from different cultural backgrounds, clarifying the relationship between
dissemination and translation. This approach aims to identify strategies for the effective and sustainable global
dissemination of Chinese literary works and their inherent cultural meanings.
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In the past Lanlan would rather be beaten to death than run away, for she had not wanted to be a

laughingstock among village women. It was different today, now that she had made up her mind.
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That’s right. Ten thousand. I tell you, I couldn’t even dream about that much. In the old days, a bushel

of wheat could buy you a wife.
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It’s what’s known as a karmic hurdle. Sometimes it is out in the open, sometimes not, but it is

inescapable.
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Women were a taboo at well sites. He had heard that wells at several Beixiang villages had collapsed
midway through the drilling process owing to the presence of women, whose bodies, it was believed, were
not clean, especially during their menstrual periods. That offended the earth god, who safeguarded the work of

drilling wells.
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The bright red rays of light above the hill were swallowed up by the night... The crescent moon was gone

and the sky was darker than the blackened bottom of Grandma’s pot.
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