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Abstract: The film adaptation of the novel Beloved by African American writer Toni Morrison echos Slavoj Zizek’s
reflections on violence, events, and fantasies. Infanticide and slavery embody both subjective and objective violence.
Sethe’s infanticide, being haunted by the ghost of the killed child Beloved, and resurrecting Beloved in person
constitute three major events in the film. The fantasies between Sethe and Beloved lead to their mutual
misunderstanding. Subjective and objective violence account for terrible events, which demonstrate the trauma and
prompt the fantasies of the protagonists. Violence, events, and fantasies constitute the collage of the traumatic
landscape of black Americans.
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