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Abstract: King Lear is marked with more fatal letters than any other Shakespeare’s plays. The eight letters were meticu-
lously designed by the playwright running through the fourteen scenes. Shakespeare ingeniously used the powerful nar-
rative functions and uncertain features of early modern letters to develop the tricky plots, reveal the complicated rela-
tionships between the characters, and reflect the profound themes. By interpreting the writing, exchange, and circula-
tion of the core letters in King Lear, this article explores their considerable narrative powers that highlight the dramatic
characterization, promote the plot development, and deepen the thought—provoking themes of this great tragedy.
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